
It is immaterial if years ago a writer in Ziemssen's Ency¬
clopedia did recommend quinin in enormous doses in the treat¬
ment of pneumonia. What if Drs. A. or B. have after some
fashion tried it? When I was a student quinin in moderate
doses was a treatment of pneumonia, the lancet was in disre¬
pute; drugs were little relied on as specifics.

Alonzo Clark told us that "if the good Lord would forgive
him he would never again pack the chest of a pneumonia
patient with ice," he having lost eight consecutive eases in
Bellevue Hospital by this practice. Several years after gradu¬
ation I observed the practice in Vienna of applying cold cloths
to the chest and giving a little red wine internally. For more
than 20 years since that time I have noted that some physi¬
cians use ice locally; others, blisters, the flaxseed poultice, the
Clark oil-silk jacket, etc. Internally have been administered
alcohol, the coal-tar products, strychnin, digitalis, salicylate of
soda and creosotal. All have kept the mortality at about the
time-honored standard of from 10 to 40 per cent., in accord¬
ance with the age of the patient, his natural resistance and
the character of the prevalent severity of the pneumonia.

Galbraith tells the indications for the size of the initial and
subsequent doses of quinin, and insists likewise on the sys¬
tematic administration of the tincture of chlorid of iron in
conjunction with the quinin.

I hope the profession will give Galbraith's treatment a fair
trial and report results. J. E. Summers, Jr.

Text-Books in Korean.
Philadelphia, April 2, 1906.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Intohow many separate languages "Gray's
Anatomy" has been translated perhaps only its publishers
can tell us. Another tongue has just been added to the list,
owing to the painstaking labors of Dr. O. R. Avison of Seoul,
Korea, formerly of the teaching force of the Toronto Medical
College. The volume he so produced he has made available
to ambitious young Koreans by causing a certain number of
copies to be mimeographed. He has done the same with
a number of other elementary text-books; but the result is,
of course, far inferior to printing and the supply adequate
for only a very limited demand.

The young men for whose especial use this work is being
done are under instruction in a number of hospitals in differ-
ent cities in Korea. Left to themselves they would have
been still following the barbarous methods in vogue among
practitioners of the native school, compounding prescriptions
of a dozen or two ingredients, unsavory and incompatible,
prohibiting nourishment, while administering drastic potions,
searing regions tender with inflammation, plunging the hot
needle into brain or abdomen an unknown depth, and ag¬
gravating diseased joint conditions until fetid suppuration
destroys the limb. The substitution of aseptic surgical meth¬
ods and of a rational therapeusis for such procedures is the
beneficent work of mission hospitals; and the training of ä
generation of enlightened physicians is one of the inseparable
accompaniments. Problems are many in connection with such
an educational need, among them that of text-books.

The outlook before a young graduate in medicine in Korea
renders more than usually delicate the question of the meas¬
ures that may wisely be adopted in his education. The scale
of fees reasonably to be counted on from most of his patients
is not such as to warrant a luxurious style of life. Yet sleep¬
ing and sitting on the floor, a diet of rice, pickled cabbage,
red pepper sauce and dried fish, and dressing in the flowing
garb of the Korean, accord little, on the other hand, with
surgical or even with personal cleanliness. To train a young
man abroad is practically to train him to such a disgust
with his own people that he becomes denationalized; to train
him among them calls for the creation of much new material.

The members of the committee who are interesting them¬
selves in this problem stand ready to receive and to forward
contributions toward a fund for the publication of meaical
text-books in Korean. It seems certainly a fair proposition to
ask the profession in America to provice the books from which
these aspirants across the water may learn the correct prin¬
ciples of the great art of healing.

H. Augustus Wilson, M.D., 1611 Spruce Street, Philadelphia.
W. W. Keen, M.D., 1729 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia.
Robert W. Lovett, M.D., 234 Marlborough Street, Boston.
H. P. Loomis, M.D., 58 East Thirty-fourth Street, New

York.

Palatable Castor Oil.
Chicago, March 15, 1906.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Undera trade-mark name, a pleasant and
palatable preparation of castor oil is being distributed among
physicians. A small vial containing a sample of a sweetened,
tasteless, palatable and non-acrid (I am not aware that castor
oil possesses acrid properties) castor oil is sent to the practi-
tioner, and this, in a few weeks, is followed by a circular
calling attention to the sample and expatiating on the merits
of this elegant and improved pharmaceutical preparation.
According to this circular, this preparation is composed of
nearly pure castor oil, consisting of 99.99 per cent, of absolute
castor oil, the remaining .01 per cent, being aromatic corrigents
and sweetening adjuvants. Even sepsis appears to be a factor
in ordinary castor oil, as this special preparation is rendered
"aseptic." Castor oil is and always will be par excellence, the
laxative of choice of the laity. The physician is often called
on to prescribe castor oil, and patients invariably ask him to
have it made as nearly tasteless as possible. I have for years
prescribed a sweet, pleasant and palatable form of castor oil,
one which answers all the requirements of an elegant pharma¬
ceutical preparation. It consists of nearly pure castor oil,
being about 99.98 per cent, castor oil, the remaining .02 per
cent consisting of a sweetening principle and a carminative
adjuvant. The formula is as follows:

R. Saccharini.gr. ii 12
Olei menthoe piperita?.gtt.  30
Alcoholis q. s. M. fiat sol. et adde:
Olei ricini.3viii 240

Sig. : Dose same as castor oil.
John Ritter, M.D., Ph.G.

"Ambulatory" Smallpox.
Somerville, Mass., March 16, 1906.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Irecently had a case of smallpox and the
history of its inception may be of interest to some readers of
The Journal.

The case presents no features of especial clinical significance,
but the wide range of the victim's travels while in the active
stages of the disease, and the possibility of transmission in
many localities lead me to report what is mainly the patient's
story of the early days of his illness.

The patient is a young man of 20, a member of a musical
organization which left Boston, February 4, for a trip through
the southern states. He was not in good physical condition
when he left, as he had had a busy season and was thor-
oughly tired out. On February 21, at Meridian, Miss., he had
an attack of chills, nausea and headache. The next day he
felt very feverish and had severe backache. The symptoms be-
came more intense during the following days, though he con¬

tinued to take part in the nightly concerts given by the club
at Selma, Ala., Maplesville, Columbus and Tuscaloosa. On
February 25 the company went to Delaware Ohio. The fol¬
lowing morning, February 26, he noticed a rash on his fore¬
head and wrists and went to a physician of the town. This
was the first time he had sought medical advice, as he thought
he had eaten something which had "poisoned" him. The doc¬
tor gave him some pills and a lotion and told him that his
self-conceived diagnosis was doubtless correct and that he
would be all right in a day or two. That night he fainted
on the stage and was carried to his hotel.

The rash continued to spread, and on February 27, at Galion,
Ohio, he says that he "was a sight," and that "the eruption
looked like little blisters." He played at Warren, Ohio, on

February 28, and on March 1 at Franklin, Pa. At the lafter
place he consulted a second physician, oy whom he states he
was examined for an- hour or more, and who told him that the
eruption resembled that of smallpox. A variety of lotions,
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